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Sunday 14th December 2025 - The Third Sunday of Advent
‘Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord’ (James 5, 7)

Any parent or teacher of young children will tell you that small children find it difficult at
this time of the year to pace themselves and to understand that Christmas Day is still days
away. Expectation levels of what Santa will bring reach stratospheric heights as the great
day approaches. And it’s not just children of course. By the end of November, the shops
are well and truly into their Christmas season and Christmas decorations have well and
truly appeared in many homes.

Most of us have already been joining in the singing of well-loved carols. Carols such as
‘Good King Wenceslas’ or ‘We three Kings’ or ‘l saw three ships come sailing in”. We are
unaffected by those who might want to spoil the party by pointing out that Wenceslas is
not a scriptural figure, or there might not have been three Kings or ‘Three ships sailing in’
is very unlikely since Bethlehem is land locked! The words of carols are not to be read like
a limited company’s balance sheet. There is myth, metaphor, legend, picture language,
some history, theology, fanciful stories and much more. But some carols do make more
sense than others.

‘O come thou day spring come and cheer our spirits by thine Advent here,
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadows put to flight’

Words from a great Advent hymn ‘O come, O come Emmanuel’ -not strictly a carol but
perhaps a more realistic interpretation of why it’s not Christmas yet?

We are still at that time we call Advent. The prologue to Christmas. The longing, the
waiting, the hope, the coming. For what?

Isaiah warns us that God will bring an end to the horrors and miseries of life as it is and
renew the world in peace and prosperity “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom’.../They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of
our God'...Be strong do not fear’..’Here is your God'..... "He will come and save you’.
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The hope was that someone, the Messiah, would come among the Jewish people. And
someone did. But even John the Baptist was unsure ‘Are you the one who is to come, or
are we to wait for another?’ Although later regarded by Jesus as a greater prophet than
Isaiah, John had difficulty reading the signs. He wanted the prophecy from Isaiah to be
true, but was it?

Jesus talks about ‘the blind receiving their sight, the lame walking, the deaf hearing’
These are not expressions of those in society who maybe disadvantaged and who's needs
should be recognised, as indeed they should be, but rather this is Jesus pointing out that
no-one, whatever their circumstances should be excluded from a society where God’s
rule is applied. Don’t forget that this was a time when lepers were banished to the outer
margins of town and cities and treated as pariahs. And that is a sea change that even John
the Baptist had difficulty understanding.

And there are some in our society who find that difficult! The poor, the abused, the
handicapped, the rough sleeper, the refugee, the asylum seeker, all are to be part of
God’s plan, as Jesus has made plain.

If truth be told we, like children, don’t like waiting. Christmas carols have been sung 'a
plenty’ already, and the world we know has already found Christmas. A good Advent is
holding Advent in a Christmas world. It is a season ‘pregnant with hope’(Sarah Mullally,
Archbishop of Canterbury-Elect)

A Brazilian philosopher Rubem Alves has written, ‘Hope is hearing the melody of the
future. Faith is to dance it’, and that being the case we may allow ourselves a little carol
singing latitude and join the chorus of “Tomorrow shall be our (my) dancing day’

Amen.
Graham Davies.

COLLECT

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way
before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so
prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an
acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of

the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble
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knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ Then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the
grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the
Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller,
not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come
up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

Isaiah 35.1-10
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146:4-8, 10
Response: | will praise the Lord as long as | live.

Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help:
whose hope is in the Lord their God;

Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them:
who keeps his promise for ever; R

Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong:
and bread to those who hunger.

The Lord looses those that are bound:

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; R

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down:

the Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord shall reign for ever;

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Alleluia. R

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF JAMES.
Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do
not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is
standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

James 5.7-10
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 3



The Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Go and tell what you hear and see:

the poor have good news brought to them. Alleluia!

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples
and said to Jesus, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus
answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.” As
they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, “See, | am sending my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” Truly | tell you, among those born
of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he!

Matthew 11.2-11
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer

God of mercy and power,

whose Son rules over all,

grant us so to live in obedience to your holy will,
that at his appearing

we may be raised to eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




Advent Study

Rev'd Alan Maunder and Rev'd Sue Pratten
invite to you to join our Advent Study

"Angels"

12.00pm, 5t Cadoc's Church
Wednesday 3rd, 10th and 17th December

ALL WELCOME

CALLING ALL ANGELS,
SHEPHERDS AND KINGS!

JOIN US FOR OUR

POP UP NATIVITY

21 DECEMBER 10.30 AM
ST CADOC’S CHURCH
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Nine Lessons

& Carols

e

COME AND CELEBRATE THE CHRISTMAS STORY
IN CAROLS AND READINGS

FOLLOWED BY
MULLED WINE AND MINCE PIES
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&) CAERLEON

Sunday, 21* of December at 4.00pm
St Cadoc’s Church
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'.I-’RIORY SINGERS
ORCHESTRA DE CYMRU

# .
The Adams Chorale
with
Rogerstone Community Band
Present

*NOEL #*

A Christmas Concert e«
* M STCADOCSCHURCH, CAERLEON : }

* Tuesday 16 December -7pm
Adults £15 Children Free

sfu\with Wine and Mince Pie
ickets: Available on the Door an

o from Choir Member

Midnight Mass

24 December
9pm
St Cadoc’s Church

Join us as
we come together
to reflect on the
birth of Christ
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SERVICES

You are all invited to join us in our worship in person or watch via livestream on
Sunday mornings from St Cadoc’s.

Sunday 14th December - The Third Sunday of Advent

10.30am Sung Eucharist at St Cadoc’s Church
Rev’d Sue Pratten preaching and presiding
7.00pm ‘Messiah’ Priory Singers, St Cadoc’s Church

Tuesday 16" December

12.00pm Funeral Elizabeth Price, St Cadoc’s Church

7.00pm Concert Adams Corale with Rogerstone Community Band
Present Noel’ see page opposite for further details

Wednesday 17" December

10.30am Said Eucharist at St Cadoc’s Church
Rev’d Sue Pratten preaching and presiding
12.00pm Advent Study “Angels” led by Rev’d Sue Pratten and
Rev Alan Maunder, St Cadoc’s
10.30am Churches Together Memory Cafe, Lodge Farm Church
7.00pm Bellringing practice

Thursday 18* December
7.00pm St Cadoc’s choir practice, St Cadoc’s Church

Sunday 21 December - The Fourth Sunday of Advent

10.30am Pop Up Nativity at St Cadoc’s Church
Rev’d Sue Pratten preaching and presiding
4.00pm Nine Lessons & Carols, St Cadoc’s Church

Tuesday 23 December
10.00am Funeral Margaret Sheila Atzei, Toveys Private Chapel

Wednesday 24" December - Christmas Eve

10.30am Said Eucharist at St Cadoc’s Church
Rev’d Sue Pratten preaching and presiding
3.00pm Crib Service, led by Rachel Kendall
7.00pm Bellringing practice
9.00pm Midnight Mass, Rev’d Sue Pratten preaching and presiding

Thursday 25" December - Christmas Day
10.00am Said Eucharist, St Cadoc’s Church,
Rev’d Sue Pratten preaching and presiding



Church Flowers

Donations towards the cost of floral displays in the
church are always welcome.

These can be made throughout the year in memory
of loved ones or to mark a special occasion. Please
speak to Pat Curnuck or email
patcurnuck@gmail.com
for more information.

Easyfundraising total for St Cadoc’s Refurbishment Fund
has now reached £3,678.34Please support us today at http://
efraising.org/XW7a62zaYB. Thank you for your continuing
support.

Supporting the Work of St Cadoc’s Church

If you would like to make a donation, we warmly invite you to
use the contact-less "tap and go" machine located by the south
door of the church. Alternatively, you can also give by scanning
this QR code.

Thank you for your generous support.

CONTACT
If you have anything you'd like to communicate to the people of St Cadoc’s,
or if Rev'd Sue can be of help to you at any time, please get in touch!

Vicar Rev’d Sue Pratten (Monday is leave day)
01633 421485
vicar.stcadocs@gmail.com

Churchwarden Ralph Wessel -_ l'
07941967166
warden.stcadocs@activethread.net
Church Office Carol Wessel
07952772468
office.stcadocs@gmail.com
(bookings) booking.stcadocs@activethread.net
Safeguarding Officer Graham Davies
07980 567077
rosebank_davies@hotmail.com Please use this QR code to
Health and Safety Officer Tim Ford go to St Cadoc’s website.

07711 683454 /
tim@woodsidejoinery.com

Beechwood MA Leader  Father David Matthews
ssjuliusandaaron@gmail.com

)@‘ To receive the weekly notice sheet in your inbox

email: office.stcadocs@gmail.com




